2026 Session of the United Nations Economic and
Social Council and the High-Level Political Forum on
Sustainable Development
6 to 15 July 2026, United Nations Headquarters in New York

Input by the Presidents of the Conferences of the Parties, the
Executive Secretary to the Basel Convention on the Control of
Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal,
the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure
for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International
Trade (UNEP-part of the Secretariat), and the Stockholm Convention
on Persistent Organic Pollutants, and the Executive Secretary ad
interim of the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent
Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in
International Trade (FAO-part of the Secretariat)

Background

Resolution 70/1 by the United Nations General Assembly identifies the High-Level Political Forum on
Sustainable Development (HLPF) as a platform to carry out thematic reviews of the progress on
sustainable development goals (SDGs), including cross-cutting issues. The General Assembly further
reiterates, in resolution 75/290 B, that the HLPF should consider inputs from intergovernmental
bodies and forums and incorporate findings, research, data and recommendations from the United
Nations system in its annual synthesis report. This year s HLPF is expected to take place under the
auspices of the Economic and Social Council from 6 to 15 July 2026 at the United Nations
Headquarters in New York. A Ministerial Segment will also be convened from 13 to 15 July 2026, as
part of the High-level Segment of the Council. The theme of the 2026 HLPF is “Transformative,
equitable, innovative and coordinated actions for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and
its Sustainable Development Goals for a sustainable future for all”. The 2026 HLPF will review
Goals 6 on clean water and sanitation, 7 on affordable and clean energy, 9 on industry innovation
and infrastructure, 11 on sustainable cities and communities and 17 on partnerships for the goals. In
addition, the forum will support the implementation and follow up to the Pact for the Future, the
Sevilla Commitment, and the outcome of the Second World Summit for Social Development.



Introduction

The Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and
their Disposal was adopted on 22 March 1989 and entered into force on 5 May 1992. The Convention
has 191 Parties, thus near universal coverage. The overarching objective of the Basel Convention is to
protect human health and the environment against adverse effects that may result from the generation
and management of wastes. Its scope covers a wide range of wastes defined as “hazardous wastes,”
based on their origin and/or composition and their characteristics or so defined by domestic legislation
and notified to the Secretariat, as well as wastes defined as “other wastes” requiring special
consideration.

The Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous
Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade was adopted on 10 September 1998 and entered
into force on 24 February 2004. The Convention has 168 Parties and global coverage. The objective
of the Convention is to promote shared responsibility and cooperative efforts among Parties in the
international trade of certain hazardous chemicals to protect human health and the environment from
potential harm and to contribute to the environmentally sound use of those chemicals. The Convention
does this by facilitating information exchange about the hazardous chemicals’ characteristics,
providing for a national decision-making process on their import and export, and disseminating these
decisions to Parties.

The Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) was adopted on 22 May
2001 and entered into force on 17 May 2004. It has 186 Parties and global coverage. The objective of
the Stockholm Convention is, mindful of the precautionary approach as set forth in Principle 15 of the
Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, to protect human health and the environment
from persistent organic pollutants (POPs). POPs are chemicals that remain intact in the environment
for long periods, become widely distributed geographically, bioaccumulate in humans and wildlife,
and have harmful impacts on human health and on the environment.
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Impacts of the multiple and interconnected planetary crises and challenges on the

implementation of SDGs 6, 7, 9, 11 and 17

The convergence of multiple global planetary crises and challenges is compounding existing
pressures from hazardous chemicals and wastes pollution while generating new and
increasingly complex risks. Pollution poses a systemic barrier to achieving numerous

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), including those currently under review.

SDG 6 — Clean Water and Sanitation

2.

Inadequate management of chemicals and wastes remains a major driver of freshwater

degradation worldwide.

Unsound disposal of waste (e.g., open dumping, uncontrolled landfills) results in toxic
leachate that can cause long-term pollution of freshwater sources by pathogens, heavy metals,
endocrine-disrupting chemicals and other hazardous compounds. This can contaminate
groundwater used for drinking and irrigation. If improperly disposed of, waste can enter water
bodies directly or be carried out by rain and wind through drains, streams, canals, and rivers.
Waste also enters waterways as a result of illegal dumping. Carried by rivers, wind or sewage,
solid waste ends up in the ocean or along coasts. Mismanagement of hazardous wastes in large
waste dumps around the world (including e-waste, plastic wastes, mercury waste, POPs waste
and pesticide waste) is resulting in serious impacts on biological diversity and ecosystem
services as well as the health of millions of people, particularly those involved in the informal
recycling sector and their communities, and those living near those dumps due to open burning

and other releases.

Freshwater resources are also widely contaminated by hazardous chemicals from
industrial, agricultural and urban sources, including heavy metals, persistent organic
pollutants (POPs), endocrine-disrupting substances, and other chemicals of emerging concern.
POPs are of particular concern due to their persistence, bioaccumulation and long-range
transport, as well as the high cost and technical difficulty of removing them once released into
water systems. Environmentally sound management of POP-containing waste is essential to
prevent industrial POP contamination, as these chemicals may be used in a wide range of
applications, including plastics, textiles, adhesives, sealants, coatings, and inks. Chemicals that
are not yet regulated may create long-term pollution legacies, further undermining water

quality and ecosystem health.

Exposure to hazardous chemicals through contaminated water is associated with a range of
adverse effects, including cardiovascular, hepatic, reproductive, developmental and

neurological impacts, as well as endocrine and immune system disruption. Women, children



and other vulnerable groups often face disproportionate exposure and risk, underscoring the
importance of preventive, life-cycle-based approaches to chemicals and waste management in

achieving SDG 6.
In summary:

(a) Inadequate chemicals and waste management degrade water quality worldwide, putting

additional pressures on freshwater systems.

(b) Unsound waste disposal—such as open dumping and uncontrolled landfills—generates
toxic leachate that contaminates freshwater sources. When poorly managed, waste can
enter rivers and oceans through runoff and illegal dumping, seriously harming

ecosystems, biodiversity, and human health, especially in vulnerable communities.

(c) Hazardous chemicals from industrial, agricultural and urban sources—including POPs,
heavy metals and endocrine disruptors—complicate waste treatment and pose long-term

health risks, with disproportionate impacts on women, children and vulnerable groups.
(d) The BRS conventions contribute to reducing releases to freshwater systems:

i.The Basel Convention fosters the ESM of hazardous wastes, including plastic wastes and

e-waste;
ii.The Stockholm Convention reduces pollution by POPs;

iii.The Rotterdam Convention’s PIC enable informed import decisions for hazardous

chemicals and pesticides.

SDG 7 — Affordable and Clean Energy

7.

Chemicals are essential to renewable energy technologies, including batteries, solar panels and
wind turbines. Innovation in this area can improve efficiency, reduce costs and support
decarbonization. However, the use of hazardous substances in some technologies creates
end-of-life management challenges that require early policy attention, particularly as first-
generation renewable infrastructure reaches the waste stage. Ensuring the environmentally
sound management of wastes generated by renewable energy technologies, including by
promoting recycling and repairing renewable energy equipment, should be an integral part

of the transition to affordable and clean energy.

The clean energy transition is also accelerating demand for rare earth elements and other
critical minerals. While these resources are indispensable for low-carbon technologies, their
extraction and processing generate large volumes of waste and can lead to severe

environmental degradation. In several regions, mining is associated with weak governance,



social conflict, human rights concerns and rising e-waste flows. Strengthened environmental
standards, responsible sourcing frameworks and circular economy approaches are
therefore essential to prevent shifting environmental burdens from fossil fuels to mineral

supply chains.

9. The Basel Convention is developing technical guidelines on environmentally sound
management of waste lead-acid batteries and other waste batteries, including Li-ion batteries
(decision BC-17/5), to support circular approaches and recycling of waste batteries. The
technical guidelines support the environmentally sound recycling of key minerals and metals
in batteries, sharing information on recycling technologies and new advances for their

recycling.
10. In summary:

(a) Chemicals enable the transition to renewable energy technologies. They underpin
batteries, solar panels and wind turbines, and innovation can improve efficiency and
costs. Yet hazardous substances in some technologies create end-of-life challenges as

first-generation assets reach the waste stage.

(b) Demand for critical minerals is accelerating, but extraction and processing create large
waste streams and environmental risks. The Basel Convention is developing technical
guidelines on environmentally sound management of waste batteries, including Li-ion

batteries, to support circular recovery of key minerals.
SDG 9 — Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure

11. The extraction and processing of material resources - such as minerals, non-metallic
minerals and biomass - are increasingly required to support innovation and the global energy
transition. Yet these activities account for 40 per cent of health-related impacts from particulate
matter, in addition to generating a wide range of pollutants with significant environmental and
human health consequences. ' Improved resource efficiency is therefore critical to

achieving climate and sustainability objectives.

12. While the environmentally sound management (ESM) of hazardous and other wastes provides
a pathway to address this challenge, it depends on enabling conditions, including adequate
infrastructure, regulatory frameworks and sustainable financing. Extended producer
responsibility (EPR) schemes are an example of policy instrument for internalizing end-of-
life costs, incentivizing eco-design and mobilizing investment in collection, recycling and

treatment systems.

! https://www.resourcepanel.org/reports/global-resources-outlook-2024



13. In many developing countries, achieving ESM also requires recognizing the critical role of
the informal sector in waste collection and recycling. Informal workers often operate under
hazardous conditions with limited legal protection. Integrating the informal sector into formal
systems through inclusive policies, occupational health measures and social protection is

critical for advancing both environmental performance and social equity.?
14. In summary:

(a) Extraction and processing of materials drive greenhouse gas emissions, particulate-

matter health impacts and diverse pollutants.

(b) Improved resource efficiency and sound waste management are critical to meet climate

and sustainability goals.

(c) Effective ESM depends on infrastructure, regulatory frameworks and sustainable
financing. Extended producer responsibility (EPR) internalizes end-of-life costs and
incentivizes eco-design. Integrating the informal sector into formal systems—through
inclusion, occupational health and social protection—improves both environmental and

equity outcomes.
SDG 11 — Sustainable Cities and Communities

15. Rapid urbanization, population growth and changing consumption patterns are driving sharp
increases in municipal solid waste, particularly in low- and middle-income countries. Many
cities lack the institutional capacity, infrastructure and financial resources required for
effective waste management, leading to widespread open dumping, uncontrolled burning

and poorly managed landfills.

16. These practices release hazardous air, soil and water pollutants, including particulate matter,
heavy metals, dioxins and furans, and contribute to soil and water contamination through
landfill leachate. Plastics form a significant and persistent share of urban waste and are a major

source of marine and freshwater pollution.

17. Landfills are also a major source of methane emissions, currently estimated at representing
20% of anthropogenic methane emissions,’ but often underestimated due to unmonitored leaks
and legacy sites.* Global municipal solid waste generation is projected to grow substantially by

2050, intensifying pressure on land, water and public health systems. The impacts of

2 UNEP/Basel Convention (2019). Guidance on how to address the environmentally sound management of wastes in the
informal sector. UNEP/CHW.14/INF/8. Available at: www.basel.int/tabid/5839/Default.aspx.

3 UNEP (2021). Emission Gap Report. Available at: https://unepcce.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/emissions-gap-report-
2021-full-report.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com

4 UNEP (2025). GEO7. Available at: https://wedocs.unep.org/handle/20.500.11822/49014.



mismanaged waste disproportionately affect vulnerable communities, are particularly acute in

developing countries, and undermine progress toward circular economy transitions.

18. There is a need to support developing countries in improving municipal solid waste

management.
19. In summary:

(a)  Rapid urbanisation, population growth and consumption trends strain municipal waste
systems—especially where institutional capacity and financing are limited—driving

open dumping, burning and poorly managed landfills.

(b)  Landfills are a major—often underestimated—source of methane, compounding climate
and air-quality visks. Landfills leachate contaminates soils and waters. Unsound waste
management has particularly pronounced impacts in developing countries and

disproportionately affects vulnerable communities.
SDG 17 — Partnerships for the Goals

20. Effective management of chemicals and wastes requires strengthened international
cooperation, technical assistance and multi-stakeholder engagement. Under the Basel
Convention, partnerships have proven valuable in mobilizing expertise and resources, sharing

responsibility and supporting environmentally sound management of priority waste streams.

21. Implementation of the Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions is similarly supported by
collaborative initiatives involving governments, international organizations, civil society and
the private sector. These partnerships facilitate capacity-building, promote safer alternatives,
support technology transfer and enhance information exchange. Expanding and better
coordinating such mechanisms will be essential to address the transboundary and cross-

sectoral nature of pollution.
22. In summary:

Effective chemicals and waste management requires international cooperation, technical
assistance and multi-stakeholder engagement. Under the Basel Convention, partnerships mobilise
expertise and resources. The Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions leverage collaborations to

build capacity, promote safer alternatives and enable information exchange.

II. Three key areas where innovative, inclusive and transformative solutions are being

advanced to achieve the Goals under review, ensuring that no one is left behind

1) Plastic waste



23. The Basel Convention has advanced a set of innovative and transformative regulatory

measures to address plastic waste within the scope of the Convention.

24. At its fourteenth meeting in 2019, the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention
adopted two landmark decisions to strengthen global control of plastic waste. Decision BC-
14/12 amended the annexes to the Convention to clarify which plastic wastes are subject to
control, thereby closing regulatory gaps that had allowed poorly managed plastic waste to be
traded internationally. Decision BC-14/13 established a comprehensive framework of actions
aimed at preventing and minimizing plastic waste generation, improving its environmentally
sound management, controlling its transboundary movement, reducing risks from hazardous
constituents in plastic waste, and strengthening public awareness, education and information

exchange.

25. Building on this regulatory foundation, the Conference of the Parties adopted technical
guidelines on the environmentally sound management of plastic wastes’ at its sixteenth
meeting in 2023. These guidelines provide practical, implementation-oriented guidance, with
particular relevance for developing countries, to support safe collection, recycling, disposal

and monitoring of plastic wastes.

26. Since the adoption of the Plastic Waste Amendments, the Secretariat of the Basel, Rotterdam
and Stockholm conventions has supported the implementation of more than 100 technical
assistance projects, mobilizing over $20 million in funding across more than 80 countries.
These projects have strengthened national capacities for the control of transboundary
movements (TBM), environmentally sound management (ESM), and the prevention and
minimization of plastic waste generation. Targeted interventions have addressed challenges in
remote and mountainous areas, chemicals in plastics, regional coordination, and the inclusion
of women and vulnerable populations, helping to ensure that solutions are inclusive and

context-specific.

27. Complementing these efforts, the Stockholm Convention controls several POPs that are used
in plastic products. At its twelfth meeting in 2025, the Conference of the Parties amended
Annex A to list long-chain perfluorocarboxylic acids, their salts and related compounds (SC-
12/12), as well as medium-chain chlorinated paraffins (SC-12/10), both of which have been
widely used in plastic-related applications. These amendments extend global controls over
chemicals used as flame retardants, plasticizers and surfactants, reducing the presence of
hazardous substances in plastic waste streams and preventing long-term contamination of

water resources.

3 https://www.basel.int/Portals/4/download.aspx?d=UNEP-CHW-WAST-GUID-ESM-PlasticWastes-20230512.English.pdf



28. In summary:

(a) The Basel Convention's Plastic Waste Amendments adopted in 2019 contribute to
preventing/minimising plastic waste, improving their ESM and controlling their

transboundary movements.

(b) Since the entry into force of the amendments in January 2021, efforts focused on supporting
Parties with implementation. Technical guidelines on ESM of plastic wastes were adopted in

2023, offering practical guidance—especially for developing countries.

(c) The Secretariat has supported more than 100 technical assistance projects, mobilising over
820 million across more than 80 countries, to support national efforts to address plastic

pollution through the Basel Convention s provisions.

(d) The Stockholm Convention regulates several POPs that are plastic additives or used in the

production of plastic.
2) Electrical and electronic waste (“e-waste”)

29. E-waste became a policy priority under the Basel Convention in 2002, when Parties to the
Convention, at the sixth meeting of the Conference of the Parties, identified e-waste as
emerging issue of concern and launched the Mobile Phone Partnership Initiative (MPPI)®.
Efforts to address ESM of e-waste, including their transboundary movements, have been

continuous since then.

30. A key milestone in those efforts was the adoption in 2011 of the technical guidelines on

transboundary movements of e-waste and used electrical and electronic equipment, in

particular regarding the distinction between waste and non-waste under the Basel Convention,

which were subsequently revised in 2019 and 2023.

31. At its fifteenth meeting in 2022, the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention adopted
amendments to Annexes II, VIII and IX to the Basel Convention to list both hazardous and
non-hazardous e-wastes in the Convention’s annexes. These amendments entered into force on
1 January 2025. Since then, transboundary movements of both hazardous and non-hazardous
e-waste have been subject to the Prior Informed Consent (PIC) procedure under the Basel

Convention.’

32. Among the other ongoing efforts on e-waste under the Convention are the activities of the

multi-stakeholder partnership, the Partnership for Action on Challenges relating to e-waste

¢ The MPPI was disbanded in 2008.
7 Notifications of non-acceptance of the e-waste amendments have been transmitted to the Depositary
by several Parties, pursuant to Article 18, subparagraph 2 (b) of the Basel Convention.


https://www.basel.int/Implementation/TechnicalMatters/DevelopmentofTechnicalGuidelines/TechnicalGuidelines/tabid/8025/Default.aspx
https://www.basel.int/Implementation/TechnicalMatters/DevelopmentofTechnicalGuidelines/TechnicalGuidelines/tabid/8025/Default.aspx
https://www.basel.int/Implementation/TechnicalMatters/DevelopmentofTechnicalGuidelines/TechnicalGuidelines/tabid/8025/Default.aspx
https://www.basel.int/Implementation/TechnicalMatters/DevelopmentofTechnicalGuidelines/TechnicalGuidelines/tabid/8025/Default.aspx

(PACE II). PACE II currently focuses on: i) finalizing guidance documents on the ESM of
used and waste e-equipment (i.e., television screens, audio, and video equipment, as well as
refrigerators, and cooling and heating equipment); ii) conduct pilot projects on e-wastes; and

iii) promotion of dissemination and training activities.

33. To assist Parties to the Basel Convention with the implementation of the e-waste amendments,
a new guidance is being developed by an expert working group on the identification of
electrical and electronic waste under the entries adopted by decision BC-15/18, and on
distinguishing between waste classified as electrical and electronic waste (Y49 or A1181) and
waste related to such electrical and electronic waste that may be classified under another entry

in Annex II, VIII or IX (decision BC-17/12).

34. The Stockholm Convention also supports these efforts by listing certain chemicals that may be
found in e-waste, such as plastic housings of computers, televisions, printers, cables, and
circuit boards. At its twelfth meeting in 2025, the Conference of the Parties to the Stockholm
Convention listed medium-chain chlorinated paraffins (SC-12/10) which may be present in e-
waste as plasticizers or flame retardants, in Annex A of the Convention text, thereby requiring

its elimination.

35. These efforts contribute to enhancing the sustainability of industry by improving resource
efficiency and promoting the adoption of clean and environmentally sound technologies. They
also help address potential trade-offs between different sustainable development objectives

such as those related to SDGs 7, 9 and 11 and SDG 12.
36. In summary:

(a) E-waste has been a priority under the Basel Convention since 2002, which took various

measures and initiatives to promote their sound environmental management:

i.  Established multi-stakeholder partnerships, e.g the MPPI and ongoing
Partnership for Action on Challenges relating to e-waste (PACE II) that advances

guidance on used/waste equipment, pilots and dissemination/training;

ii.  Developed technical guidelines on transboundary movements of e-waste,

distinguishing waste vs. non-waste (2011, revised 2019, 2023);

iii.  Adopted the e-waste amendments in 2022, bringing both hazardous and non-

hazardous e-waste under the PIC procedure;

iv.  Supported Parties in promoting ESM and controlling TBM of e-wastes; e.g.
through guidance and capacity building.
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(b) In the Stockholm Convention, the listing of medium-chain chlorinated paraffins for

elimination address a group of chemicals found in e-waste streams.

3) Hazardous pesticides

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

The Rotterdam Convention has played an important role in reducing pollution from hazardous
chemicals and pesticides, including contamination of water bodies. At present, there are 57
chemicals listed in Annex III of the Convention, 38 pesticides (including 4 severely hazardous
pesticide formulations), 18 industrial chemicals, and 1 chemical in both the pesticide and
industrial chemical categories and are subject to the Prior Informed Consent (PIC) procedure
under this Convention. The PIC procedure is a formal mechanism through which importing
Parties communicate whether they consent to receive future shipments of chemicals listed in
Annex III. It also ensures that exporting Parties comply with these import decisions, thereby
promoting shared responsibility in the international trade of hazardous chemicals and

pesticides.

For each chemical listed in Annex III and subject to the PIC procedure, a Decision Guidance
Document (DGD) is prepared and circulated to all Parties. The DGD is designed to support
governments in assessing the risks associated with the handling and use of the chemical,
enabling them to make more informed decisions on future import and use, taking into account
national circumstances. This is particularly important for developing countries that may lack

the capacity to conduct independent risk evaluations.

All Parties are required to take a decision as to whether they will allow future import of each
chemical in Annex III of the Convention. These decisions, known as import responses, are
compiled and circulated by the Secretariat every six months through the PIC Circular. All

import responses are also available on the Convention’s website.

Exporting Parties are required to ensure that exports of chemicals subject to the PIC procedure
do not take place contrary to an importing Party's decision. They should ensure that import
responses published in the PIC Circular are communicated to their exporters, industry and any

other relevant authorities, such as the Department of Customs.

The Stockholm Convention also contributes to controlling pollution from hazardous pesticides
that are POPs. As of 2026, 20 POPs listed in Annexes A and B to the Convention have

pesticide uses:

(a) Annex A: aldrin; alpha hexachlorocyclohexane (alpha-HCH); beta hexachlorocyclohexane

(beta-HCH); chlordane; chlordecone; chlorpyrifos; dicofol; dieldrin; endrin; heptachlor;

heptachlor; hexachlorobenzene; lindane; methoxychlor; mirex; pentachlorobenzene;
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pentachlorophenol (PCP) and its salts and esters; technical endosulfan and its related isomers;

and toxaphene.

(b) Annex B: DDT, perfluorooctane sulfonic acid (PFOS), its salts and perfluorooctane sulfonyl
fluoride (PFOSF).

42. For chemicals listed in Annex A, Parties are required to prohibit and/or take the legal and
administrative measures necessary to eliminate their production and use, in accordance with
Article 3, paragraph 1(a)(i), subject to the specific provisions of Annex A. They must also
control their import and export in accordance with Article 3, paragraph 1(a)(ii), and paragraph
2.

43. For chemicals listed in Annex B, Parties are required to restrict their production and use in

accordance with Article 3, paragraph 1(b), and the provisions of Annex B.

44, DDT (Dichloro-diphenyl-trichloroethane) for instance is currently listed in Annex B to the
Stockholm Convention with its production and/or use restricted for disease vector control
purposes when no equally effective and efficient alternative is available, and in accordance
with related World Health Organization (WHO) recommendations and guidelines. The
Conference of the Parties to the Stockholm Convention has regularly assessed the need for the
use of DDT for malaria vector control, considering the affordability of vector control,
insecticide resistance management and the need for outbreak response if alternatives to DDT
are unavailable. The Secretariat of the Convention, under the mandate provided by the
Conference of the Parties, has also supported Parties in promoting locally safe, effective and

affordable alternatives for a sustainable transition away from DDT.
45. In summary:

(a) The PIC procedure under the Rotterdam Convention ensures importing Parties’ decisions are
respected. Through the Decision Guidance Documents (DGDs), governments are supported
in their risk assessments and decision-making regarding future imports of the listed
chemicals. Currently, 38 pesticides, including 4 severely hazardous pesticide formulations are

listed in Annex III of Rotterdam and subject to PIC.

(b) As of 2026, 20 POPs with pesticide uses are listed in Annexes A or B to the Stockholm
Convention. DDT remains in Annex B for vector control where no equally effective alternative
exists, with the COP to the Convention assessing at each of its meetings the need for its

continued use and supporting transitions.
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II1. Three examples of efforts to enhance coordination on cross-cutting initiatives,
programmes and activities aimed at scaling up impact across multiple Goals, given

their interlinked nature

1) International cooperation and coordination

46. Over the years, the conferences of the Parties to the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm
conventions have adopted decisions recognizing the interlinkages between these conventions
and processes under other multilateral environmental agreements (MEAs) and
intergovernmental bodies. Cooperation efforts undertaken by the Secretariat with other
international bodies aim at enhancing the effectiveness of the implementation of the Basel,
Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions. The enhanced international cooperation resulting from
this mandate has demonstrated that environmental challenges must be addressed holistically to

achieve effective and sustainable outcomes.

47. To strengthen cooperation, two reports were prepared in 2021 highlighting the interlinkages
between the chemicals and waste MEAs and the biodiversity and climate change agendas.® In
2025, three additional reports were submitted to the conferences of the Parties to the Basel,
Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions on interlinkages with other environmental issues or
processes: (i) a report on how the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions could
contribute to the Global Framework on Chemicals; (ii) an exploratory study on interlinkages
between the Montreal Protocol and the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions; and (iii)
a report on the contributions of chemicals and waste international agreements and frameworks

to the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework.’

48. The Secretariat cooperates with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in
fostering the implementation of activities described in Environment Assembly resolutions that
are relevant to the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions. The Secretariat participated
in the seventh session of UNEA (7-12 December 2025, Nairobi), which featured a MEA Day
for the second time, dedicated to international agreements addressing the most pressing
environmental issues, such as pollution. Beyond the formal UNEA-7 programme, the
Secretariat of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions engaged in more than 10 side
events addressing a variety of issues ranging from illegal traffic, leveraging Al for

collaboration among MEAs, financing, managing risks from critical energy transition

§ https://www.brsmeas.org/Implementation/InterlinkageswithotherMEAsandprocesses/Overview/tabid/9429/language/en-
US/Default.aspx
9 Ibid.
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minerals, synergies among MEAs, monitoring of substances under MEAs, circularity in the

textile value chain.

49. The Secretariat also engages with the 10-Year Framework of Programmes on Sustainable
Consumption and Production Patterns (10YFP) — an implementation mechanism of SDG 12.
Both secretariats undertake cooperative activities in the following areas: consumer information
and chemicals in products, plastic waste and sustainable tourism, digital product information
systems and life-cycle and circularity approaches. A joint knowledge product on linkages

between the conventions and circular economy approaches was published in March 2026'°.

50. The Secretariat is also a member of the United Nations Environment Management Group and
has contributed to several issue management groups, including those focused on biodiversity,
pollution, and human rights and the environment. It has also supported work on environmental

sustainability management and on strengthening the Group’s coordination role.

51. In addition, the Secretariat has participated in activities held alongside conferences of the
Parties to other MEAs, including the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change and the Convention on Biological Diversity. The Secretariat of the Basel, Rotterdam
and Stockholm conventions also participated in the sixteenth meeting of the Conference of the
Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity, held in Cali, Colombia, from 21 October to

1 November 2024 and the resumed session held in Rome, Italy on 25-27 February 2025."" The

Secretariat contributes to the intersessional processes under the Convention, as mandated by
COP-16, including on efforts to implement the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity
Framework (KMGBF).

52. By promoting cooperation and coordination with the entities and processes engaged in the
2030 Agenda at all levels, the Secretariat will ensure that the sound management of chemicals

and wastes and the conventions are an integral part of the efforts towards achieving the SDGs.
53. In summary:

(a) BRS COPs have repeatedly recognised interlinkages between the conventions and other
MEAs and UN bodies and potential benefits of coordinated actions. In line with the mandate
given, the Secretariat fosters cooperation with entities in the chemicals and wastes cluster as
well as in the broader sustainable and environmental agendas on issues of interlinked nature

to increase the impact.

19 https://www.brsmeas.org/Portals/4/download.aspx ?d&=UNEP-FAO-CHW-RC-POPS-PUB-InfoNote-
Synergies-CircularEconomy-2026.English.pdf
1 For more information, see www.brsmeas.org/tabid/9990.
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(b) Among many other initiatives, in 2025, cooperation took place with UNEP, the 10-Year

Framework on SCP, the UN Environment Management Group, UNFCCC and CBD.

2) International trade of chemicals and wastes

54.

55.

56.

57.

The Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions set conditions and procedures to be
followed for the import and export of the covered chemicals and wastes. These conditions and
procedures are expected to ensure that importing States are not confronted with hazardous
chemicals and wastes that they do not wish to receive, for instance because they have
prohibited their use or because they are unable to manage them in an environmentally sound
manner. The control of the international trade of chemicals is covered by the Rotterdam and
Stockholm conventions, while trade of wastes is primarily addressed under the Basel

Convention.

Recognizing the cross-cutting nature of the challenges faced by Parties in controlling the trade
of hazardous chemicals and wastes covered by the three conventions and in addressing
possible instances of illegal trade/traffic, the three conferences of the Parties adopted for the
first time in 2017 substantively similar decisions on synergies in preventing and combating
illegal traffic and trade in hazardous chemicals and wastes (see decisions BC-13/21, RC-8/14,
SC-8/24). Parties were encouraged to establish national-level coordination mechanisms with a
view to facilitating the exchange of information among relevant authorities responsible for the
implementation and enforcement of the provisions of the conventions, aimed at controlling the
export and import of the chemicals and wastes covered under the conventions, and to provide
information to the Secretariat about cases of illegal traffic and trade in the chemicals and
wastes covered by the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions, where the provision of

such information is appropriate under existing reporting procedures.

This approach has been reiterated and strengthened by decisions adopted by the conferences of

the Parties at the following meetings.

More recently in 2025, the conferences of the Parties to the Rotterdam and Stockholm

conventions requested the Secretariat:

(a) to continue collecting information on best practices for preventing and combating illegal

trade in hazardous chemicals covered by the Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions and on
cases of illegal trade in hazardous chemicals occurring in contravention of the conventions
submitted by Parties on a voluntary basis and to make such information available on the

website of the conventions.
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(b)

(©

58.

(@)

59.

(a)

(b)

60.

61.

to continue to develop, subject to the availability of resources, case studies on action taken by
Parties to implement and enforce the trade control measures of the Rotterdam and Stockholm

conventions.

To continue to provide Parties, upon request, with assistance in identifying cases of illegal

trade in hazardous chemicals.
The Conference of the Parties to the Stockholm Convention:

Requested the Secretariat to continue to explore, subject to the availability of resources, the
needs related to amending the Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System to
identify products that contain the chemicals listed in Annexes A and B to the Stockholm
Convention and support, subject to the availability of resources, the implementation of
recommendations set out in the report referred to in paragraph 6 of the decision BC-17/25 as

appropriate;

The conferences of the Parties to the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions also

requested the Secretariat:

To continue to provide advice and, subject to the availability of resources, conduct
awareness-raising and technical assistance activities to strengthen the capacity of
Parties, including enforcement entities, to prevent and combat illegal trade in hazardous
chemicals covered by the Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions, including actions contained

in the workplan referred to in the decision document.

To further explore areas and opportunities for collaboration to prevent and combat the
illegal trade in pesticides covered by the Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions with
relevant international and regional organizations and entities, including with a view to
identifying the extent of the illegal trade in chemicals covered by the Rotterdam and

Stockholm conventions.

The Secretariat continues to undertake activities aimed at preventing and addressing illegal
traffic and trade. These include capacity-building trainings on trade control measures and the
use of harmonized system codes, with a particular focus on developing countries and small
island developing States. The Secretariat also supports collaborative activities under the
Environmental Network for Optimizing Regulatory Compliance on Illegal Traffic
(ENFORCE). In addition, the Secretariat engages with the World Trade Organization through

the Dialogue on Plastic Pollution, including by providing technical expertise when needed.

In summary:

16



(a) Since 2017, the BRS COPs have adopted several joint decisions to prevent and combat illegal
trade/traffic. In 2025, the BRS COPs, under their respective mandates, have requested the
Secretariat to: collect best practices and cases; develop case studies; assist Parties in
identifying illegal trade; explore HS code amendments for products containing listed POPs;

and provide awareness-raising and technical assistance for enforcement entities.

3) Enhanced cooperation and mainstreaming with the UN Sustainable Development

Cooperation Frameworks

62. UNEP and, as relevant, MEAs are working towards better integration of the climate, nature,
and pollution domains across the UN system, including improved recognition of the role of the

MEAs in the reformed United Nations Sustainable Development Cooperation Framework.

63. In 2022 and 2023, UNEP reviewed a sample of Cooperation Frameworks developed by
countries. In July 2022, UNEP undertook an assessment of how the triple planetary crisis is
being tackled through Common Country Assessments (CCAs) and Cooperation Frameworks.
The overall conclusion was that the integration of environmental concerns in the CCAs
remains superficial, thereby limiting their influence on the solutions and measures outlined in
the Cooperation Framework. Notably, initiatives targeting biodiversity and pollution exhibit
poor adoption rates, whereas those addressing climate change offer better insights on potential

strategies.

64. One of the key messages from the UNEP review in relation to the area of pollution is that
integration of pollution remains limited and focused on waste management. The review stated
that a more systematic adoption of circularity will ensure that pollution and other
environmental impacts are considered across the entire value chain. Furthermore, integration
of MEAs was found to have improved and this could be a vehicle for better mainstreaming of

pollution and biodiversity in Cooperation Frameworks.

65. At its seventeenth meeting, the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention adopted the
guidance on how individual Parties can integrate actions to address their needs under the Basel
Convention into their United Nations Sustainable Development Cooperation Frameworks (BC-
17/14)."* The guidance was developed by the Implementation and Compliance Committee of
the Basel Convention pursuant to decision BC-16/14. It complements the existing 2017 United
Nations Development Assistance Framework guidance, with the added benefit of being

tailored for use by Parties to integrate the implementation of the Convention into their

12 https://www.basel.int/Portals/4/download.aspx?d=UNEP-CHW-PUB-GUID-IMPL-CooperationFrameworks-
SustainableDevelopment-2026.English.pdf
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66.

67.

68.

69.

cooperation frameworks. The guidance aims also to assist United Nations Country Teams
(UNCT) with integrating Parties’ obligations under the Basel Convention into the Cooperation
Framework. It includes how best to reflect challenges related to hazardous and other wastes in
the CCAs and in the Cooperation Framework, and how to assist Parties to prepare and
implement coherent and balanced development policies that effectively support the objectives

of the Basel Convention.

In the biennium 2026-2027, the Implementation and Compliance Committee of the Basel
Convention will, in cooperation, as appropriate, with the Compliance Committee of the
Rotterdam Convention, continue to monitor United Nations Sustainable Development
Cooperation Framework processes with a view to assessing the extent to which Parties with
national reporting needs are including actions to address them in their cooperation
frameworks, identifying best practices and, on the basis of the assessment, developing

recommendations for the consideration of the Conference of the Parties.

At its twelfth meeting in May 2025, the Conference of the Parties to the Rotterdam
Convention decided to continue monitoring developments related to the integration by Parties
of their information submission needs in actions to address the United Nations Sustainable
Development Cooperation Frameworks, in particular interlinkages with and the relation to the
Rotterdam Convention during the biennium 2026-2027, including the development of
guidance related to the integration by Parties of their information submission needs in actions
to address the United Nations Sustainable Development Cooperation Framework, in particular

interlinkages with and the relation to the Rotterdam Convention (RC-12/6).

Under the Stockholm Convention, interlinkages between the implementation of the
Convention and sustainable development strategies are embedded in the text of the
Convention, in particular Article 7 which requires that Parties endeavor to utilize and, where
necessary, establish the means to integrate national implementation plans for persistent organic

pollutants in their sustainable development strategies where appropriate.

The compliance committees of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions are
scheduled to meet for a joint session on 19 June 2026 to exchange on how best to integrate

implementation needs under the conventions in UN Cooperation Frameworks.

70. In summary:

(a) The mainstreaming of the implementation needs of the conventions into UN Cooperation

Frameworks has been under consideration within the Basel and Rotterdam conventions

through the work of the compliance committee;
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(b) It in its 2022-2023 review, UNEP shows that environmental integration in CCAs remains
superficial; circularity and MEA integration can drive better mainstreaming beyond waste-

only approaches.

(c) In 2025, guidance was adopted by the COP that helps Parties integrate Basel Convention
obligations into Cooperation Frameworks and CCAs, complementing UNDAF guidance.

(d) The BRS conventions compliance committees will jointly review integration progress in June

2026, Rotterdam COP-12 (RC-12/6) also advanced related guidance.

Iv. Three examples of follow-up actions and measures being undertaken by the Basel,
Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions to support the implementation of the Pact
for the Future, the Sevilla Commitment, the outcome of the Second World Summit
for Social Development as well as to accelerate the implementation of the 2030

Agenda for Sustainable Development
1) Pact for the Future

71. The Pact for the Future is a landmark international agreement adopted by UN Member States
at the September 2024 Summit of the Future to strengthen global governance for 21st-century
challenges. It outlines 56 actions across areas like sustainable development, peace, digital
cooperation, and youth, aiming to make international systems more inclusive, effective, and

sustainable.

72. The conferences of the Parties to the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions did not
refer to the Pact for the Future in their last decisions on international cooperation and
coordination with other organizations (BC-17/23, RC -12/10 and SC-12/24). However, the
Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions support the implementation of key actions under
the Pact for the Future, particularly those related to strengthening the science-policy interface,

advancing digital cooperation and promoting evidence-based decision-making.

73. In this regard, the “From Science to Action” Programme, under the Basel, Rotterdam, and
Stockholm conventions supports efforts to bridge scientific knowledge and policy
development. It assists Parties in grounding decisions on hazardous chemicals and wastes in
the best available scientific information. By translating complex scientific findings into
practical policy guidance, tools and capacity-building activities, the programme helps
strengthen the ability of Parties and stakeholders to develop and implement measures that

protect human health and the environment.
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74.

75.

76.

77.

78.

The programme was initiated in 2015, when the conferences of the Parties recognized the
importance of reinforcing the science-policy interface in implementing the Basel, Rotterdam,
and Stockholm conventions. In 2017, the conferences of the Parties endorsed a roadmap to
enhance science-based decision-making, encouraging Parties to integrate scientific knowledge
into national and regional implementation efforts. Subsequent decisions by the conferences of
the Parties have further developed this work, including through capacity-building, facilitation

of information exchange and strengthened international cooperation.

Through targeted workshops, technical assistance projects and knowledge-sharing platforms,
the programme supports Parties in applying science-based approaches to risk assessment and
management. Activities have included work on the identification of chemicals in products,
assessment of safer alternatives to industrial chemicals and pesticides, and the environmentally
sound management of hazardous and other wastes. Since 2023, additional workshops have
been conducted in Chile, Vietnam and Tajikistan to strengthen the science-policy interface in
these countries, including a focus on chemicals in plastics. A sub-regional workshop for

English-speaking African countries is planned for April 2026 in Johannesburg, South Africa.

These efforts take place within a broader global context. In March 2022, the United Nations
Environment Assembly (UNEA) adopted resolution 5/8 establishing the Intergovernmental
Science-Policy Panel on Chemicals, Waste and Pollution. The resolution calls for cooperation
with relevant multilateral environmental agreements, including the Basel Convention,
Rotterdam Convention and Stockholm Convention, as well as other relevant international

organizations and bodies, to promote coherence and avoid duplication.

The Secretariat of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions participated as an
observer in the intergovernmental process leading to the establishment of the Panel in June
2025, as well as in the first session of its Plenary in 2026. The objective of this engagement
has been to promote coordination and complementarity between the work of the Panel and that
of the conventions, and to contribute relevant experience from the conventions’ long-standing

science-based processes.

In addition, the Secretariat of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions cooperates
with the International Telecommunication Union in the development of standards supporting
sustainable digital transformation, including circular approaches to the collection, recycling
and environmentally sound management of electrical and electronic waste. This collaboration
reflects the growing intersection between chemicals and waste governance, digitalization and

sustainable development.

79. In summary:
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(a) The “From Science to Action” programme (since 2015, roadmap in 2017) supported the
strengthening of science-policy interfaces at national level through capacity-building and

knowledge tools (e.g., chemicals in products, safer alternatives, ESM).

(b) The Secretariat cooperated and participated in the processes that established the
Intergovernmental Science-Policy Panel on Chemicals, Waste and Pollution with a view to
promoting cooperation and complementarity of the work of the conventions and that of the

panel.

2) Sevila Commitment

80. The Sevilla Commitment, adopted in July 2025 at the Fourth International Conference on
Financing for Development (F{fD4), reaftirms the international community’s resolve to address
the estimated USD 4 trillion annual financing gap for achieving the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs). It calls for reform of the global financial architecture, strengthened debt
sustainability, and enhanced mobilization of public and private finance for sustainable

development.

81. The Secretariat of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions did not attend the Fourth
International Conference on Financing for Development (FfD4). However, the Secretariat is
contributing to the operationalization of this agenda in the chemicals and waste sector, by
advancing scalable and innovative financing approaches to eliminate POPs, particularly

polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs).
Scaling Up PCB Elimination

82. Polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), among the first 12 POPs listed under the Stockholm
Convention, were widely used in transformers and other electrical equipment and continue to

pose significant risks to human health and the environment in many developing countries.

83. In 2025, Parties to the Stockholm Convention, working with the Global Environment Facility
(GEF), mobilized USD 44 million in grant financing, leveraging an additional USD 161
million in co-financing. The programme, targeting the elimination of approximately 8,000 tons

of PCBs, demonstrates the effectiveness of the GEF grant model in catalysing action at scale.

84. At the same time, the magnitude of the remaining PCB challenge makes clear that grant
resources alone will not suffice. Addressing legacy PCBs globally requires complementing
concessional funding with private capital and blended finance solutions. In this context, the
Secretariat of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions is promoting the integration of

PCB phase-out into energy transmission, distribution and infrastructure modernization
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projects, thereby facilitating access to structured financing mechanisms that enable utilities and
other entities to replace or decontaminate PCB-containing equipment in a financially

sustainable manner.

85. Through collaboration with the GEF Secretariat, the African Development Bank, the United
Nations Development Programme, the United Nations Environment Programme and the World
Bank, the Secretariat of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions is contributing to a
coordinated, programmatic approach to PCB elimination in six participating countries:

Cameroon, Eswatini, Gabon, Madagascar, Nigeria and Uganda.
Innovative and Blended Financing Approaches

86. Consistent with the Sevilla Commitment, the Secretariat is supporting the development of
blended finance approaches that combine concessional resources with commercial capital.

These include:

(a) Collaboration with multilateral development banks (MDBs) to incorporate PCB elimination

into energy sector lending operations;

(b) Structured financing mechanisms to enable utilities and other entities to replace PCB-

containing equipment without exacerbating fiscal pressures;

(¢) Exploration of thematic instruments, including pollution bonds and dedicated environmental

funds, to mobilize private investment; and
(d) Targeted use of grant resources to de-risk investments and catalyze additional financing.

87. Such approaches contribute to strengthening debt sustainability by aligning environmental
compliance with infrastructure efficiency gains, reducing long-term environmental liabilities,

and improving operational performance in the energy sector.
Enabling Framework for Non-State Actor Engagement

88. The decision of the conferences of the Parties in 2025 on non-state actor fundraising for the
African and GRULAC regions provides an important enabling framework for expanding
resource mobilization efforts. It supports broader engagement with development finance
institutions, private investors and other partners, thereby diversifying funding sources and

enhancing the catalytic role of multilateral environmental agreements.
Contribution to the SDGs and Financing for Development Agenda

89. Effective chemicals and waste management is integral to the achievement of multiple SDGs,
including those related to health, clean water, sustainable infrastructure, responsible

consumption and production, and climate action. By addressing legacy PCBs through
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90.

91.

integrated financing solutions, the Secretariat of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm
conventions is demonstrating how environmental governance can contribute to sustainable
development outcomes while supporting broader efforts to reform the global financial

architecture.

In this manner, the scaling up of PCB elimination under the Stockholm Convention
exemplifies the systemic, partnership-based and finance-enabled approach envisioned in the
Sevilla Commitment. It demonstrates how tackling legacy pollution at source, through the
environmentally sound management and disposal of hazardous chemicals, can be aligned with
development finance and infrastructure investment. By integrating pollution prevention and
remediation into energy sector modernization, such efforts contribute not only to closing the
SDG financing gap, but also to strengthening long-term pollution management, protecting

public health and advancing sustainable development outcomes.

In summary:

(a) The BRS Secretariat is advancing blended finance approaches to eliminate PCBs under the

Stockholm Convention. In 2025, Parties with the GEF mobilised USD 44 million in grant
financing and USD 161 million in co-financing to target approximately 8,000 tons of PCBs,
while exploring structured mechanisms with MDBs to embed PCB phase-out into energy

transmission and distribution investments.

3) Second World Summit for Social Development

92.

93.

94.

The Second World Summit for Social Development (WSSD2), held in Doha, Qatar, from 4-6
November 2025, culminated in the adoption of the Doha Political Declaration. This, endorsed
by the UN General Assembly, reaffirms the 1995 Copenhagen commitments to place people at
the heart of development, focusing on eradicating poverty, promoting full employment, and

fostering social inclusion.

The Doha Political Declaration reaffirms, among others, the need to achieve gender equality
and the empowerment of all women and girls and to ensure the full and equal enjoyment of all
human rights and fundamental freedoms by all women and girls throughout their life course,

and that all legal, social and economic barriers to their empowerment are removed.

While the Secretariat of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions did not attend the
Second World Summit for Social Development, gender mainstreaming has been a crucial
component in the implementation of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions, as it
ensures that the different needs and perspectives of men and women are considered in the
decision-making process. Women and men are affected differently by hazardous chemicals and

waste, and gender inequalities can exacerbate these differences.
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95. For instance, women are often more exposed to hazardous chemicals and waste than men, as
they are more likely to work in industries that involve chemical handling, such as agriculture
and healthcare. Women are also more likely to be involved in the informal sector, which often
involves hazardous waste handling. Moreover, women may have different cultural and social

roles, which can affect their exposure to chemicals and wastes.

96. Gender mainstreaming also ensures that women are represented in decision-making processes,
which is essential for promoting gender equality and achieving sustainable development.
Women's participation in environmental decision-making has been shown to lead to better

environmental outcomes, as they often bring unique perspectives and experiences to the table.

97. The 2017 conferences of the Parties to the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions
adopted the first gender-specific decisions on gender mainstreaming. Decisions BC-13/20, RC-
8/13 and SC-8/23 welcomed the Gender Action Plan of the Secretariat of the Basel, Rotterdam
and Stockholm conventions, requested the Secretariat to continue its efforts in respect of
gender mainstreaming in its activities, projects and programmes and recognized that efforts are
still needed to ensure that women and men from all Parties are equally involved in the
implementation of the three conventions, are represented in their bodies and processes and thus
inform and participate in decision making on gender-responsive hazardous chemicals and

wastes policies.

98. The Secretariat of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions has also developed
country case studies on efforts made to enhance the systematic integration of gender
considerations in the implementation of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions.
These country studies were developed together with international and national partners and are

available for Bolivia, Indonesia, Kenya, Kyrgyzstan, Nigeria and Tunisia.

99. In 2024, the Secretariat initiated the preparation of a project to be implemented in Rwanda,
Zambia and Tajikistan that aimed at enhancing understanding of the important role of women
and vulnerable populations, including informal sector workers, in the management of plastic
waste at the national level. Activities yield a situational analysis, raise awareness, and provide
training in plastic waste and chemicals management focusing on vulnerable populations and

gender issues.

100. The Secretariat of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions is also developing a set
of practical, gender-responsive training tools to support Parties and stakeholders in integrating
gender considerations into chemicals and waste management under the Basel, Rotterdam and
Stockholm conventions. These include a modular Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm
conventions Gender Training Toolkit with six training modules and a facilitator guide,

complemented by case-study-based learning materials such as concise briefs, practical
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exercises and visual resources, drawing on real-world experiences to support applied learning

and capacity-building.

101. In addition to these activities, the Secretariat continues to collaborate with partners through
the sharing of gender mainstreaming experience from work under the Basel, Rotterdam and
Stockholm conventions via webinars and other online events and participation in a multilateral
environmental agreement gender focal points network overseen by the Law Division of the
United Nations Environment Programme to promote collaboration and knowledge-sharing.
The Secretariat also contributes to the Gender Partnership of the Global Environment Facility

as an active member.
102. In summary:

(a) Gender mainstreaming is integral to the implementation of the BRS conventions. Since 2017
(BC-13/20; RC-8/13; SC-8/23), the Secretariat has executed a Gender Action Plan, developed
country case studies and initiated a 2024 project to recognise the roles of women and
vulnerable populations in plastic waste management. A Gender Training Toolkit is being
developed, complemented by case-based learning. The Secretariat contributes to the UNEP

MEA gender focal points network and GEF Gender Partnership.

V. Recommendations and key messages to be considered for inclusion in the Ministerial

Declaration of the 2026 ECOSOC High-level Segment and the HLPF

103. To recognize the importance of multilateral environmental agreements on hazardous
chemicals and wastes, including the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions, and their
role in the overarching architecture of environmental governance, in building a resilient path to

achieve the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda in the context of triple planetary crises.

104. To accelerate the efforts of Parties to implement their obligations under the multilateral
environmental agreements on hazardous chemicals and wastes to protect human health and the

environment from adverse impacts of chemicals and hazardous and other wastes.

105. To continue mainstreaming the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions into plans and
strategies on sustainable development, the United Nations Sustainable Development
Cooperation Frameworks, sectors such as health, agriculture and the economy, with the aim of
raising the profile and visibility of chemicals and wastes on the national level, thereby
facilitating the integration of information and national reporting needs into such national

processes and supporting implementation of the conventions.
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106. To increase efforts of governments and stakeholders towards the coordinated implementation
of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions including through multi-sectoral and

multi-stakeholder coordination mechanisms.

107. To provide priority attention to developing, enforcing and/or strengthening national

legislation and/or regulations implementing the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions.

108. To emphasize the importance of data transmission in accordance with the obligations under
the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions to avoid non-reporting, incomplete reporting
or late reporting and to add value to the global indicator framework for the follow-up and

review of the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

109. To promote knowledge building and information sharing on hazardous chemicals and wastes

for better management and risk reduction throughout their lifecycle.

110. To mainstream gender considerations in policies and strategies that promote the sound

management of chemicals and wastes.
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