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MEDIA ADVISORY
Marine plastic litter, electronic waste, and the listings of new chemicals on the agenda as governments converge on Geneva, 29 April to 10 May
Date: 24 April 2019

Media invited to cover key meetings with 180 countries taking decisions to protect human health and environment from harmful impacts from chemicals and waste. 

The 2019 Triple COPs – or meetings of the conferences of parties to the Basel, Rotterdam, and Stockholm conventions – take place at the Geneva International Conference Centre (CICG) from 29th April to 10th May 2019. Journalists accredited with the UN in Geneva may attend with their blue UN pass; non-accredited journalists may apply using the application form and guidance notes found at: http://www.brsmeas.org/2019COPs/Media/tabid/7980/language/en-US/Default.aspx 
An opening day Press Conference will be staged in the Palais des Nations, Room 1, at 1400 on Monday 29 April to frame the issues; a closing Press conference will be staged in Room 3, at 1500 on Friday 10 May to detail the outcomes of the meetings.

Marine Plastic Litter
With an estimated 100 million tonnes of plastic in our seas, 80-90% of which has come from land-based sources
, the high public profile of this issue is understandable. Reducing waste generation at source, and improving waste management thereafter, would go a long way towards solving this problem. To that end, the Basel Convention COP will consider proposed legally-binding amendments to the convention text which will enable the 187 Parties to better regulate movements of plastic waste, add transparency, bring exports of plastic waste under the rule of law, oblige governments to minimise waste generation, and oblige them to manage plastic waste in an environmentally sound manner. A new private-public partnership is also proposed, which would share best practices, raise public awareness, and build capacities in developing countries to deal with this most pressing issue.

For more on this see: http://www.brsmeas.org/?tabid=4332&blogId=5169 and 
http://www.brsmeas.org/Implementation/MediaResources/PressReleases/OEWG11Pressrelease/tabid/7656/language/en-US/Default.aspx 

Electronic Waste

Electronic waste – or e-waste – is thought to be the fastest growing hazardous waste stream in the world and is regulated by the Basel Convention. Considered hazardous due to the presence of toxic materials such as mercury, lead, and brominated flame retardants in electrical appliances, e-waste may also contain economically valuable metals such as gold, copper and nickel. Together, computers, printers, televisions, refrigerators, air-conditioning units, mobile phones and other e-waste make up an estimated 50 million tonnes being generated per year
 a figure which might more than double to 120 million tonnes per year by 2050. The 2019 Basel COP will consider updated technical guidelines for the environmentally sound management of e-waste which, if adopted, will constitute a set of globally agreed, practical procedures for reducing the harmful impacts on human health and environment. For more on e-waste see http://www.basel.int/Implementation/Ewaste/Overview/tabid/4063/Default.aspx 
Listing of Chemicals 1: Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) under Stockholm Convention
Two new chemicals are proposed for listing in Annex A of the Stockholm Convention, namely the pesticide Dicofol (with no exemptions) and Perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) its salts and PFOA-related compounds (with some exceptions). Listing in Annex A of the Convention obliges states to eliminate these chemicals from use. The two chemicals are proposed for listing on the basis of a robust review process addressing risks, management and alternatives by the UN’s Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) Review Committee. Dicofol is used as a miticide on a variety of field crops, fruits, vegetables, ornamentals and tea and coffee and is known to cause skin irritation and hyperstimulation of nerve transmissions in humans as well as being highly toxic to fish, aquatic invertebrates, algae and birds. PFOA is a widely-used industrial chemical used in the production of non-stick cookware and food processing equipment, as well as a surfactant in textiles, carpets, paper, paints and fire-fighting foams. As a substance of very high concern, it is known to be linked to major health problems including kidney cancer, testicular cancer, thyroid disease and hypertension in pregnancy. More information on these chemicals is available in factsheets at: http://chm.pops.int/TheConvention/ThePOPs/ChemicalsProposedforListing/tabid/2510/Default.aspx 
Listing of Chemicals 2: Pesticides and Industrial Chemicals under Rotterdam Convention
Three new chemicals are proposed for listing in Annex III of the Rotterdam Convention, namely Acetochlor and phorate (pesticides) and hexabromocyclododecane (an industrial chemical). The COP will further consider four “old” chemicals recommended for listing during previous COPs, which met all the criteria but for which consensus was not yet reached, namely carbosulfan, fenthion and paraquat formulations, and chrysotile asbestos. If listed, these chemicals would be included in the prior informed consent (PIC) procedure enabling better-informed decision-making on the trade in chemicals, thereby protecting human health and the environment. More information on these chemicals is available at: http://www.pic.int/TheConvention/Chemicals/Recommendedforlisting/tabid/1185/language/en-US/Default.aspx
Notes for Editors: 
The Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Waste and their Disposal is the most comprehensive international environmental agreement on hazardous and other wastes and is almost universal, with 187 Parties. With an overarching objective of protecting human health and the environment against the adverse effects of hazardous wastes, its scope covers a wide range of wastes defined as “hazardous” based on their origin and/or composition and characteristics, as well as two types of wastes defined as “other wastes” – household waste and incinerator ash. See www.basel.int 
The Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure (PIC) for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade, is jointly administered by the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and UN Environment (UNEP). The 161 Parties to this legally-binding Convention share responsibility and cooperate to safely manage chemicals in international trade. To date 50 chemicals and pesticides are listed in its Annex III. The Convention does not introduce bans but facilitates the exchange of information among Parties on hazardous chemicals and pesticides, and their potential risks, to inform and improve national decision making. In addition, through the PIC Procedure, it provides a legally-binding mechanism to support national decisions on the import of selected chemicals and pesticides in order to minimize the risk they pose to human health and the environment. See www.pic.int 

The Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants is a global treaty to protect human health and the environment from chemicals that remain intact in the environment for long periods, become widely distributed geographically, accumulate in the fatty tissue of humans and wildlife, and have harmful impacts on human health or on the environment. Exposure to Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) can lead to serious health effects including certain cancers, birth defects, dysfunctional immune and reproductive systems, greater susceptibility to disease and damage to the central and peripheral nervous systems. The Convention requires its Parties to take measures to eliminate or reduce the release of POPs into the environment. As of today, this legally-binding Convention has 182 Parties, giving it almost universal coverage. To date, 28 chemicals of global concern have been listed under the Stockholm Convention.
· For BRS conventions general media enquiries see: www.brsmeas.org or contact: 

Charlie AVIS, Public Information Officer (UN Environment), Geneva +41-79-730-4495
� Data from “Marine litter plastics and microplastics and their toxic chemicals components: the need for urgent preventive measures” by Frederic Gallo et. al. in Environmental Sciences Europe 2018; 30(1): 13, at: � HYPERLINK "https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5918521/" \t "_blank" �https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5918521/� 


� Joint report of WEF/PACE and the UN Coalition on E-waste, 2019 “A New Circular Vision for Electronics – Time for a Global Reboot,” at � HYPERLINK "http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_A_New_Circular_Vision_for_Electronics.pdf" �http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_A_New_Circular_Vision_for_Electronics.pdf�





